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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION 


< The Constitution provides that there be four standing Committees of the Association, 
d that the elected members of the Board of Directors serve as Chairmen of these Committees. 
| two remaining members of each Committee are appointed by the Board from among the con- 
ituent members of the Association, upon nomination by the respective chairmen. The follow- 
g is the membership of these Committees for the year 1955-1956: 


oa Elections Publicit 

. Magda B. Arnold (Chairman) Dr. Salvatore G. DiMichael (Chairman) 

. Mary Benedict (Phelan), B.V.M. Dr. James J. Cribbin 

- Anthony Tabor Dr. Roger T. Lennon 

Wd 

3 Membershi Program 

. Raymond J. “Wecat 1 (Chairman) Sr. Annette (Walters), C.S.J. (Chairman) 
. Gerd M. Cryns Sr. Mary Benedict (Phelan), B.V.M. 

- Paul J. von Ebers Mr. Paul J. von Ebers 


iJ The duplication of personnel in the above Committees invites an explanation of the 
inciples which guide the Board of Directors in their appointment of the additional Committee 
mbers. The general principle is that the additional Committee members should be drawn from 
2 same geographic area as the chairman, because otherwise effective collaboration is pretty 
1 precluded, as experience, our own and others, well enough attests. A second principle 
roked is to continue committee membership for several years, if possible, even beyond a 
ange of chairmanship, in order to secure continuity of Committee action. The Committee on 
bgram is something of an exception to both of these rules of operation. Since this Com- 
tee is charged with the care of local arrangements in addition to the task of planning the 
sual program for the meeting, it has been found advantageous to change the membership of 
Ss Committee each year, selecting the two additional members from the city in which the 
"A meeting is to be held. It is the conjunction of two Committee chairmen from Chicago, 
Ss the fact that the ACPA will be meeting in that city this year which brings about the 
porary duplication of Committee personnel. Sister Mary Benedict and Mr. Paul J. von Ebers 
1 constitute the Committee on local arrangements for the 1956 ACPA meeting, Mr. von Ebers 
ng as chairman. 
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NEW BOOK REVIEW EDITOR 


ere or 5 


With the present issue, the NEWSLETTER secures the services of a new book review 
tor. After having served in this capacity since the inception of the NEWSLETTER, Dr. Virginia 
Staudt asked to be relieved of this post, because she judged that a change of personnel 
id be advantageous and also because she began last year a five year term as treasurer of the 
Sciation. Dr. Staudt was principally responsible for inaugurating, developing and stabiliz- 
the book reviews in the NEWSLETTER, and these reviews constitute, on the general testimony 
smbers and subscribers, the most valuable feature of the NEWSLETTER, and perhaps the most 
ficant service rendered by the Association. The Association gratefully acknowledges the 
t of gratitude which it owes Dr. Staudt for her five years of service as book review editor 
9 the contribution which she has made, not only to the Association, but to Catholic 


ology in general. 


ihn 4 
‘While thanking our retiring editor for her generous services, we warmly welcome her 
sor in the person of Dr. M. Irene Wightwick. The principle enunciated above for the 
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ACPA NEWSLETTER selection of personnel of ACPA Committees, 
namely, that effective collaboration dictates 
Bimonthly publication of the American that those who are to work together be draw 
‘Catholic Psychological Association from the same geographic area, indicated th: 
the new book review editor should also come 
Editor: Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. the New York area. Dr. Wightwick has her dc 
Fordham University torate from Columbia University and a backgr 
New York 58, N.Y. of experience in personnel and counseling we 
For some years past she has been personnel < 
Book Review Editor: rector and professor of psychology at the Cx 
Dr. M. Irene Wightwick lege of New Rochelle. She thus brings to he 
College of New Rochelle new post a long knowledge of the field of ps 
New Rochelle, N.Y. chology plus considerable administrative ext 

ience. 


The present occasion seems a good one to reaffirm the ACPA policy on book reviewing 
The overall aim of such reviewing is to supplement without duplicating existing reviewing 
sources, and, since NEWSLETTER space for book reviews is limited, this principle has particu] 
application in the selection of books for review. Three types of books receive preferential 
sideration for review: (1) general psychology books which seem of particular importance or f 
ticular pertinence for Catholics; (2) books which treat of the inter-relations between religi 
and psychology; and (3) psychology books by Catholic authors, particularly ACPA members. The 
are not hard and fast rules, but guiding principles. The editors would be glad to be guided 
their selection of books for review by suggestions from our members on books which, in their 
judgment, we ought to review. 


Recently there has come to our attention, derived ultimately from England, the sugg 
tion that poor book reviewers fall into four classes. The "wrong-aimers" insist that the aut 
shoulc have written a different kind of book, and the "pouncers", detecting a sympathy to whi 
they themselves are allergic, brand the book as partisan. Then come the "disproportioners", 
seize on some inadequacy in the book and spend half their space putting matters right; finall 
the "nigglers" really approve of the book, but feel that they have failed in their critical d 
if they do not belittle or damn with faint praise. Let us hope that our new book review edit 
will be successful in keeping all of us from becoming "wrong-aimers, pouncers, disproportione 
or nigglers" and will help us rather to aim at that kind of reviewing which does not merely i 
part information about a book, but by its critical appraisal enriches the background of those 
read it and helps to form the attitudes of judgment and appraisal, which should characterize 
Catholics in the field of psychology. 


PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Instructorship in the Department of Psychology of Duquesne University. Applicant m 
be male with minimum of M.A. in psychology. Chief duties would be undergraduate instruction 
the field of General Psychology. Contact: Chairman, Department of Psychology, Duquesne Unive 
sity, Pittsburgh 19, Penna..... Chairmanship of Department of Psychology, Assumption College. 
Applicant must be Ph.D. of considerable experience, with training, background and interest in 
counseling area. The department of psychology has been organized and is currently functionin 
but wishes to develop and expand with the College, which has recently secured University sta 
and will subsequently be eligible for provincial and federal subsidies. Contact: Dean, As 
tion College, Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 


NEWS BRIEFS 

NEW AND ADDITIONAL POSITIONS FOR ACPA MEMBERS: Mr. Anthony S. DeSimone has left t 
staff of the Archdiocesan Vocational Service to become director of vocational rehabilitation 
the United Cerebral Palsy Association of Nassau County....Rev. André Godin, S.J., of the sta 
LUMEN VITAE and the International Center for Studies in Religious Education in Brussels, has 
appointed to give a series of courses at the University of Louvain on Religious Psychology, 
the general title: Critical Stages in Religious Development....Mr. Martin J. Meade has this 
been appointed guidance officer on the staff of Psychological Services of Fordham University. 
Mr. William J, Schanberger has been appointed acting chairman of the Psychology Department a 
Duquesne University....Mr. Jean-M Beauchemin has joined the staff of the "Federation des Col 
Classiques" as research director and consulting psychologist. The Federation is made up of 


colleges providing liberal arts education for 20,000 French-speaking male adolescents in the 
Province of Quebec. 


oe 

ACTIVITIES OF ACPA MEMBERS: Rev. James B. McGoldrick, S.J., of Seattle University, 
been named to a five man board of certification for psychologists created by the new Washing- 
State Law...Dr. John F. Franklin gave the opening lecture on December 1th in a series of 
tures to the staffs of the Tuberculosis Hospitals' Rehabilitation Services in the Detroit area 
the topic: Problem Children and Community Resources....Dr. James J. Cribbin. who was on a 
batical leave from his teaching duties in the Fordham University school of education in the 
i. semester, was busy with various lectures. In October, he spoke on "The Guidance Program in 
Catholic High School" for the annual teacher institute of the combined dioceses of Hartford, 
©, Scranton and Wilkes-Barre. In November he spoke to the Association of Newman Club Alumni 
Metropolitan New York on: "The Dilemmas of the Psychologist and Educator." ....Sister Helen 
ales, S.S.J., of Chestnut Hill College, participated in the meetings of the American Catholic 
iological Society, December 28-30, in Philadelphia. SHe is president of the Philadelphia 
pter of the Society....Rev. Albert F. Grau, S.J., of Georgetown University, participated in a 
on Vision and School Achievement, sponsored by the District of Columbia, Virginia, and 
yland Optometric Association on November 5th. His topic was: The Emotional World of the 
reader....Dr. John G. O'Hara, of Manhattanville College, Purchase, New York, is appearing 
larly on a prominent afternoon television program as general counselor and consultant.... 
December 7th, Rev. William C. Bier, S.J. spoke at the Catholic Family Institute, under the 
bices of the College of New ochelle, on the topic: Personality Development--Christian Pattern. 

APGA CONVENTION; The American Personnel and Guidance Association is meeting in Wash- 
on, D.C. from March 26th to 29th. An effort is being made to bring together the Catholics 
attendance at the convention, and plans are also under way to arrange a panel discussion on 
topic: "Personnel Work, Guidance, and Counseling in Catholic Schools." Information on the 
ing of the Catholic group or suggestions for the panel should be addressed to: Rev. Albert 
rau, S.J., Georgetown University, Washington 7, D.C. Father Grau is in charge of arrange- 
Ss. 


FATHER LOUIS B. SNIDER; IN MEMORY AND TRIBUTE* 


Vincent V. Herr, S.J. 
Loyola University 


It is a sad but consoling task that the writer sets for himself when he undertakes to 
unt the features that made Fr. Snider unique among the writer's acquaintances. It is sad 
use of the close contacts which were made over a period of some ten years; but it is consol- 
because the story cannot help but inspire others ‘to undertake to accomplish some of the things 
h made Fr. Snider's life so outstanding and exemplary. 


From the earliest days of his seminary life Fr. Snider nourished an ardent desire to 
me an expert in the study of "character" traits and "human relations". When in 197 he final- 
ecured permission to take up special studies in psychology, the part of the field which had 
2 with people naturally interested him most. Nevertheless he laid the groundwork for a sci- 
ic career by applying himself diligently to the hard and tedious study of experimental psy- 
ogy. Subsequently his interest in "brass instrument" psychology waned, as his knowledge and 
1 in diagnosing personalities grew. 


It was only natural, then, that Fr. Snider should take as his topic for doctoral re- 
ch the study of personality and character differences between those high-school students who 
well and those who did poorly. As a result of this study, lasting over some four years, 
snider devised a method of scoring the projective test materials which, through the coopera- 
of his good friend Dr. Arnold, will remain a classic in the scientific study of personality. 
2 findings have since found publication in The Human Person, edited by Doctors Arnold and 
an, and have been favorably commented upon by many scientists. 


Not content with the findings nor with the theoretical course work in preparation for 

doctorate, Fr. Snider asked for and received permission to take an internship in a mental 

ital, in order to get to know the causes of personality disorders more intimately, by living 
aling with patients from morning to night. Itwas during this time that he was advised to 


dared for the NEWSLETTER at the editor's request. Father Snider was one of the charter mem- 
of the Association, and up to the hour of his death one of its most active supporters. The 
Jor effort of his life was devoted to attending the ACPA meeting in San Francisco in early 
- He died in Chicago almost at once upon his return from the meeting, September 28,1955. 
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have the operation which might have saved his life. But on beginning his internship in Februa: 
the physician in charge told him it would be better to wait to have it done some time during t 
summer of 1953. But during that summer his duties were so heavy and responsibilities so great 
at the hospital that he decided to wait until the spring of 1954 in order to have his good and 
devoted friend Dr. Harbrecht handle the case. In the course of surgery the doctors were made 
painfully aware of the fact that it was already too late to save Fr. Snider's life. On hearin 
that he had six months to live, Fr. Snider resolved to finish the research project begun at th 
State Hospital, to transfer his findings on "screening tests for novices" to another worker, a 
to resign himself to the will of God. He found that riding in an auto gave him most relief; © 
hence, a visit to Boston in June, 1955, enabled him to relax and consult with confreres there | 
his giant research project dealing with controlled association responses. Later, a trip to th 
West Coast to attend a psychology convention supplied a second treatment of what he jokingly r 
ferred to as "Odyssey treatment." Fr. Snider had wished to spend the next winter in Californi 
so that his breathing would be less disturbed. Several welcoming invitations came from school 
authorities who appreciated his talents and skills and had heard about the condition of. his 
health. A bishop kindly invited him to come to his home in Southern California and just relax 
but God took him first, on September 28, 1955. 


This account would not be complete unless something were put down about Father Snide 
inner life and ambitions. In addition to his ardent desire to make the study of clinical psy- 
chology scientific, he also wished to use this science as a tool for aiding young people to 
choose a suitable vocation in life. Thus for at least ten years he had collected test results 
and with their aid, but probably more because of his uncanny insight into the deeper layers of 
personality, Fr. Snider gained a reputation among superiors and novice masters for predicting 
success in religious life up to almost 100 per cent. It is probably true that training other 
than scientific made him so proficient as a Counselor in the Guidance Center and in the selec 
of candidates for the priesthood and the religious life. His own deep appreciation of the sup 
natural and his meticulously careful observance of his religious obligations undoubtedly gave 
him additional insight into the characters of other people. Cheerful self-denial and a spirit 
of wholehearted cooperation with others were his most outstanding virtues. 


In all the years the writer knew Fr. Snider, he can safely say that he was a scient 
of the first order. But more than this, Fr. Snider was a real ascetic. Suffering was an adde 
stimulus to work rather than a handicap for him. Love of God and love of one's neighbor are t 
only motives which can so transform a man into the zealous servant of God that was Father Lou 
B. Snider, S.J. 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


Allport, Floyd H. THEORIES OF PERCEPTION AND THE CONCEPT OF STRUCTURE. New York: John Wiley 
1955. Pp. xxii + 709. $8.00. Md 


_ Since its formal recognition as an experimental science, psychology has made use of a varie 
of theoretical principles to integrate its findings and inspire its research. In the present 
work, Allport suggests another. It is his conviction that he has uncovered in his theoretica 
explanation of perception as an "“event-structure" a new systematizing principle for the whole 
of psychology. 

The purpose of the present volume is to show the derivation of "event-structure" from per- 
ception and its application within that framework. The derivation proceeds systematically f 
a discussion of the problem of perception and its appropriate methodology through an analysis 
and evaluation of thirteen current theoretical conceptions of perception to the formulation o 
a theory of perception based on "event-structure", It is primarily the first step in the de- 
velopment of the Author's system that is of interest to the Catholic psychologist. 


In the initial chapter, Allport defines his problem and establishes his methodology. The 
study of perception is concerned with the manner in which things appear in the phenomenologic 
experiences (percepts) of the observer. The procedure proper to its scientific study is the 
objective method which reduces interfering subjective factors to a minimum. Allport offers | 
three criteria to assess the objectivity of any scientific technique: degree of observer- a | 
involvement, denotation, and experimental availability. The second characteristic is par 
ly important since it signifies the Author's intention to go beyond a strictly operational 
methodology. 
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Denotation designates a type of experience, in counter-distinction to phenomenological ex- 
perience, that results from an "encounter" with objects in response to the 'set' to view things 
not "as they appear", but "as they are". To apply this criterion to define an explanation of a 
erceptual phenomenon requires the additional postulate of psychophysical parallelism. On the 
assumption that phenomenological experiences and physiological processes are distinct but paral- 
tel events, an explanation of a perceptual phenomenon meets the requirement of denotation when 
the experimenter can specify its underlying physiological determinants. 


Allport's decision to break with a strictly operational methodology in his study of percep- 
tion is a decided step forward even though it added to the difficulties of his task. He is well 
aware of the inconsistency inherent in his rejection of introspection as a scientific method and 
its later use to obtain his object of study. He answers the objection pragmatically: the other 
iternative would be to impoverish his subject matter. What this reviewer feels the Author has 
not sufficiently stressed is that his rejection of introspection, because of ‘the inadequacy of 
danguage as a communicating medium for subjective experiences, also jeopardizes the validity of 
his objective method. The experimenter is constrained to report his "physicalistic experiences" 
of objects and events if they are to be public and available for further experimental testing. 
it still remains to be explained how language serves adequately in one case and not in the other. 


The relation of language to reflexive consciousness is a methodological problem of serious 
concern to the Catholic psychologist since the ontological principles that support his meta- 
physics of man are largely developed phenomenologically. Allport's failure to assist him to 
establish a methodological continuity between his science and philosophy of man is due to the 
uthor's identification of "phenomenological experiences" with "percepts". Such a view rests 
e whole case for the phenomenological method not on the identity of subjective experiences, 
as is often said, but on the a priori assumption that the total experience is reducible to its 
Sensory aspects. Such a procedure prejudices the method from the start since it is not a 
"free" description of reflexive consciousness. 


_ It seems an unjust depreciation of Allport's book to pass over the chapters on perceptual 
heories with only a brief comment. Only the purpose of the present review justifies this 
mission. As far as the reviewer can judge no single volume on perceptual theories can match 
the Author's work for clear exposition and thoughtful evaluation. 


The final portion of the book develops Allport's own theory of perception which he refers to 
As a "structural theory of set dynamics and interaction." Its title suggests its eclectic char- 
acter. Its closest affiliate is the hypothesis-theory of Bruner and Postman with "hypothesis' 
translated into 'set'and defined, after G. L. Freeman, as a physiological adjustment of the or- 
zanism that prepares for and sustains the perceptual act. It has also borrowed from associa- 
onism, Gestaltism, and directive-state theory. The result is a conception of perception as a 
Bynamic structure (aggregate) that occurs in a more or less veridical form according to the 
interaction of internal energies ('set') and external energies (stimuli from the environment). 
| physiological counterpart, modeled on the cybernetic view of nerve functioning, understruc- 
bures the perceptual act. 


| Other evaluations of Allport's dynamic-structural theory will certainly single out the in- 
erent weakness of such a complex theoretical model as well as its inability to account for the 
bersistence of certain illusions, such as the Ames! demonstrations, in spite of training and 
eridical 'set'. The Catholic psychologist will be especially disappointed at the theory's ex- 
nation of 'meaning'. 


Allport's work represents the fulfillment of a long and difficult task. He has acquitted 
amself admirably. His book is a significant contribution to the psychology of perception. 
will be studied, discussed, and debated for many years to come. 


it. Bonaventure University Alan Glynn, 0.F.M. 
it. Bonaventure, NewYork 


ala, Narciso, S.J. ACHIEVING PEACE OF HEART, Translated by Lewis Delmage, S.J. New York: 
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 1954. PP. xiv + 189. $3.50. 


This volume is a somewhat naive, and popularized manual of mental hygiene with a marked 
religious emphasis; it is a "how to do it" book. Its foundations are a mixture of rudimentary 
holastic psychology, the experiences of the author with himself and others, some religious 
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thoughts and values, some frankly pious sermonizing, and the unestablished authority of a cer- 
tain Dr. Vittoz and an unidentified Lausanne school. Certain unsympathetic reviewers could be 
justly very harsh in their evaluation. A certain aura of charlatanism is liable to be attached 
to the book because of uncalled for attempts to powerize its simple teachings by such devices 
as "the famous and learned Jesuit", "Dr. Vittoz, 'the psychiatrist'", and case histories con- 
cluding with variations of "and he was cured by two days or two weeks of these exercises". 


The book's approach implies, though the author doesn't actually, I trust, think this, that 
there are two solutions or therapies for disturbed persons: the psychiatrist for severe cases, 
and, for the remainder, this program of auto-suggestion and will-power therapy. Unfortunately 
the use of such terms as "sick person", "illness", "phobias", "obsessions", applied to those 
who at most would be individuals with neurotic symptoms, but not clinically psychoneurotic, tend 
to obliterate the distinctions made in the preface. These are terms which professional people 
understand as denoting more than living a harried, agitated, fatigued life. 


The first half is "for those who are fatigued from excessive work, worries or sufferings". 
These are urged and taught to recover self-control by reeducation of their mind through con- 
scicus sensations and concentration exercises, of their will by eonscious, vigorous will acts, 
and of their feelings by the analysis and practices proposed. The second half is "for those 
who are healthy of mind but wish greater efficiency...and energy" in their lives. - Chapters 
briefly offer suggestions on how to rest, to think, to USE the will, to control feelings, to 
train the sexual instinct, to be happy, and to ehéost an ideal. These last chapters are satis- 
factory in the sense that a physical health article in a magazine is accurate, but by no means 
professional nor profound. 


This is not a scientific book in any sense. It is not a psychology book either. It is a 
book of concrete directions and advice of a psychological and religious nature for the use of 
psychologically untrained persons who are desirous of lending assistance to people troubled with 
neurotic and other psychological difficulties. The book can temporarily encourage and partly 
reassure a certain type of folk, but it does not merit its way into a professional psychologist’ 
bookshelf. It may even deter some people from seeking the more competent assistance which they 
need. 


Fordham University George J. McKeon, SoH: 
New York, N.Y. 


Gratton, Henri PSYCHOANALYSES D'HIER ET D'AUJOURD'HUI, Paris: Les Editions du Cerf. 1955 
Pp. 306. 


The subtitle of this important study "comme therapeutiques, sciences et philosophies.... 
introduction aux problemes de la psychologie des profondeurs" indicates quite clearly the inten- 
tion of the author and the scope of his book. Pere Gratton is a member of the Canadian province 
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate and a professor of philosophy at the University of Ottawa. 

His approach, however, is not exclusively, or even principally philosophical. He has made ex- 
haustive research into the techniques as well as the metaphysics of the various depth psychol- — 
ogies and is extraordinarily well equipped to explain them clearly as well as to evaluate them 
from the threefold viewpoint of therapeutic efficacy, scientific accuracy and philosophical 
validity. 


As the writer reminds us in his preface, there are those who uncritically accept the whole 
psychoanalytical movement as unimpeachable progress in the study of human motivation and be- 
havior. Others see in it a welter of mystification and obscurantism, or a "successful error." 
Steering his course between extreme views, Pere Gratton makes no claim to separate the chaff 3 
from the wheat in every area of psychoanalytical teaching. His aim is objective: to bring to © 
light the essential differences among the various schools of psychoanalysis, considered as 
therapeutic methods, psychologies and philosophies. 


With this goal in mind he devotes his first three chapters to a systematic and detailed : 
expose of the systems of Freud, Adler anc Jung, prefacing each with a short biography of the 
principal. A fourth chapter is devoted to some sixteen outstanding analysts of Europe and 
America, among them K, Abraham, E. Jones, O. Rank, S. Ferenczi, W. Stekel, A.Brill, F. Alexa 
and K. Horney. Of special interest are two lengthy appendices, the first. a discussion of the 
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relationship of the anthropological sciences to religion and morality and the second a study 
of the implications of some public statements of Pope Pius XII relative to psychiatry in general 
and to psychoanalysis in particular. 


_ Pere Gratton has succeeded admirably in combining rare scholarship with a clear and inter- 
esting presentation. Whenever possible he allows his subjects to present their teaching in 
their own words. The bibliography is critical, complete and up to date. 


It would be difficult to find in any language a work which gives such a complete, solid and 
readable explanation of the principal psychoanalytical systems. As Dr. Karl Stern states in 
his introduction, the book will be welcomed by physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, phil- 
osophers as well as spiritual leaders. 


Capuchin Seminary Ignatius McCormick 
Garrison, N.Y. 


Demal, Willibald, 0.S.B., D.D. PASTORAL PSYCHOLOGY IN PRACTICE (Trans. by J.¥. Conway). 
iNew York: P.J. Kenedy & Sons, 1955. Pp. XXI + 249. $h.00. 


_ The title of this book gives a fairly accurate picture of its contents. Positively, it 
Suggests to the reader that here he will find the ancillary science of pastoral psychology put 
to work for pastor and educator with a view to giving them a deeper understanding of the human 
soul both in its efforts at adjustment within the christian social order and in its strivings 
under grace for supernatural perfection. In a negative way, too, the title tells the reader 
hat he should not expect. For this is a pastoral psychology in practice and hence there is 
here no scientific treatment in the sense that the author establishes or gives evidence for the 
principles called upon. --Indeed, the book is not primarily intended for the trained psychol- 
ogist. -- The content, rather, is largely descriptive, picturing needs, actualities, and es- 
pecially individual differences as they appear in the light of modern psychology to the pastor 
bf souls. 


The book is divided into three parts. The first of these deals with the soul on its way to 
perfection via the purgative, illuminative, and unitive paths. This part could well be helpful 
o the lay psychologist who has little or no background in moral and ascetical theology. Un- 
fortunately, however, it seems to this reviewer that the presentation is marred here by a zeal 
for the house of psychology which has led Fr, Demal to make some peculiar statements about the 
Histinction of sins (p. 9), occasions of sin (p. 16), the problem of slight matter in sins of 
mpurity (p. 16), and integral confession (p. 2). These points will probably just annoy the 

plerical reader but they can well be confusing or even misleading to the lay person. 


The last part of the book, since it is largely descriptive of pathological conditions of the 
bDsychopathic and neurotic variety, offers little new to the psychologist acquainted with abnor- 
mal and clinical psychology. 


It is in the second part of the book, however, entitled "Depth Psychology" (but probably more 
ecurately described as the psychology of types) that Fr. Demal makes his best contribution. 
‘rue, even here the last three sections are but convenient summaries of materials available else- 
ere. But the treatment of the differentiation of the sexes in the first two sections is good 
descriptive psychology. This differentiation is the title and burden of the whole first sec- 
zion of Part II and it reappears in the second section in the consideration of the psychology of 
ouberty. 
One final point. Since this book is a translation from the German work Praktische 
vastoralpsychologie (2nd edition), it naturally has some of the drawbacks of a translation. 
jome words are obviously mistranslated (e.g. adultery instead of gluttony, p. 65); the impli- 
bation of other phrases may have been missed (e.g. at least two of the confusing Passages 
ited above). Again, the social milieu which Fr. Demal envisages is that of middle Europe and 
ot that of America. It is well to keep this in mind when listening to the author on social 
asses and especially on social custom and practice. 


st Baden College Walter L, Farrell, S.J. 
st Baden Springs, Indiana 
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Wittenberg, Rudolph M., ON CALL FOR YOUTH. New York: Association Press, 1955. Pp. xiv + 21. 
$3.50 ; 


The orientation of this book is practical, not theoretical; it considers the "passing prob-— 
lems" of the typical adolescent, aged 1-17, not the pathological disturbances of the atypical; 
it is intended for group leaders and parents, not for counselors; it offers suggestions for un- 
derstanding adolescent problems, not technical analyses of behavior; it seeks to bring about — 


increased ability to help youth, not increased insight into psychological or therapeutic a) 


The major divisions of the book, "The Many Faces of Youth", "Toward Greater Objectivity", 
"Beyond the Horizon", examine adolescent difficulties, the role of the adult who would be of a 
assistance, and the influence of sociological factors on youth problems. The tone of the work 
evident from the titles of its chapters, "I Know I Should, But...", "No, Is Not A Dirty Word", — 
etc. An informal use of the case method of presentation is made throughout, each case being fe 
lowed by an explanation of the dynamics involved. Important ideas are summarized at the end of 
each chapter. 


This little book, which takes approximately two hours to read, is a good example of ars geil 
artem. There is an "admirable absence of jargon, over simplification and pat solutions, yet af 
wealth of sound ideas is presented in an interesting and very readable style. Although Witten- 
berg fails to mention this group, teachers who would assist youth but hesitate because of lack 
of professional training in psychology might read this book with profit. The usual faults of © 
omission are to be found, the most important being the obvious naturalistic bias of the work. © 
This is especially evident when it deals with matters related to the Sixth, and to a lesser de- 
gree, the Fourth Commandments. However, if Wittenberg's work needs to be supplemented by Cathe 
olic books on the subject, the latter would do well to emulate its attempt to condense psychole 
cal concepts in simple form, instead of resting content in offering summaries of personal expe 
iences which some seem to do. 


Fordham University 
New York, N.Y. 
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